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ITEM 45. TRAFFIC TREATMENT – SHARED PATH AND SIGNAL UPGRADE – 
ABERCROMBIE AND O’CONNOR STREETS CHIPPENDALE 

TRIM RECORD NO: 2018/019099 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Committee endorse the installation of: 

(A) A Shared Path on the eastern side of Abercrombie Street, Chippendale between 
O’Connor Street and a point 121 metres north of O’Connor Street. 

It is recommended that the Committee note the installation of: 

(B) A ‘Bicycles Excepted’ on the right turn only restriction from the O’Connor Street 
(East) approaching the signalised intersection with Abercrombie Street, and 

(C) Bicycle lanterns on the northern crossing in Abercrombie Street at the signalised 
intersection with O’Connor Street. 

VOTING MEMBERS FOR THIS ITEM 

Voting Members Support Object 
City of Sydney   

Roads and Maritime Services   

NSW Police – Redfern PAC    

Representative for the Member for Newtown   

DECISION 

 

BACKGROUND 

The City is committed to encouraging people to ride bicycles more often and safely. The 
City is improving the safety and amenity of cycling infrastructure by making bicycle riding 
a real and convenient option for short local trips. 

A Shared Path is proposed on the eastern side of Abercrombie Street, from Broadway to 
O’Connor Street. This will provide an alternative to riding ‘on-road’ on a high speed, high 
volume street. Additionally, given that Abercrombie Street is a one-way northbound, the 
proposed Shared Path will also improve accessibility by permitting cyclists to travel south 
along Abercrombie Street between University of Technology Sydney (UTS) and the 
nearby student accommodation in O’Connor Street. 
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COMMENTS 

The City proposes to introduce a Shared Path on the eastern side of Abercrombie Street, 
to improve safety and accessibility for cyclists.  

According to Transport for NSW Centre for Road Safety, the recommended minimum 
Shared Path width is 2.5 metres, which is based on Austroads guidelines. The eastern 
footpath of Abercrombie Street is 7.6 metres wide, narrowing to 3.3 metres at garden 
beds which is in excess of the minimum recommended Shared Path width.   

According to Transport for NSW Centre for Road Safety research findings published in 
August 2015, Shared Paths represent a relatively low safety risk. Pavement markings 
will be installed to increase awareness of the shared environment, reinforce pedestrian 
priority and encourage slow speeds for cyclists using the Shared Path. 

Additionally, the City also proposes that bicycle lanterns be installed on the northern 
crossing in Abercrombie Street, at the signalised intersection with O’Connor Street, to 
provide improved connection across the street. 

Given that cyclists have also raised concerns about the existing right turn only restriction 
on the O’Connor Street (East) approach the signalised intersection with Abercrombie 
Street, the City proposes to introduce a ‘Bicycles Excepted’ on this restriction. This will 
allow cyclists from O’Connor Street (East) to continue travelling west along O’Connor 
Street, instead of being forced to travel north along Abercrombie Street. 

On 16 November 2017, RMS approved the new Traffic Control Signal (TCS) Plan for the 
signalised intersection of Abercrombie and O’Connor Streets which included the bicycle 
lanterns at the Abercrombie Street (North) approach and the ‘Bicycles Excepted’ for the 
right turn only from the O’Connor Street (East) approach. 

CONSULTATION 

The City consulted local residents and businesses in the area. There were 189 letters sent 
out with no responses supporting or opposing the proposal. 

FINANCIAL 

Funds are available in the current budget as part of the City's Cycling Safety Program. 

Traffic Treatment – Abercrombie and O Connor Streets Chippendale 

Justin Murphy, Senior Designer – Cycling 
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